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VERIFIED SUPPORTING STATEMENT OF SEASCHOTT division of AIRSCHOTT INC

I am Robert Schott President of AIRSCHOTT INC including the SEASCHOTT division We

are registered with the FMC as an Ocean Transport Intermediary OTI both Freight Forwarder and

NVOCC under FMC License 4399 We have been licensed since 1997 with predecessor evolutionary

companies dating from the 1970s

Today the NVOCC industry is highly competitive with many independent players in every major
trade lane Shippers have many choices and our modern electronic information environment in which

rate and service data is instantly broadly and publicly available makes the rate filing requirements

appropriate for a small closely regulated antitrust immunized paper driven industry quite unnecessary

We are proscribed from engaging in unfair trade practices by other agencies and other laws The

concept of requiring individual tariffs to be published through the Federal Maritime Commission is simply
not justified warranted nor cost effective in the OTI environment of today Further in a highly competitive
environment such as we have public disclosure of privately negotiated contractual rates is anathema to

the sound operation of a free market

Negotiated cargo rates are appropriately in writing but only between the contractual parties
shipper and NVOCC or carrier public rates if offered should be available to the public through
commercial outlets The modern commercial environment demands prompt response and prompt

quotations for shipments that will often move within hours Bureaucratic delays are not helpful in any

regard for this process and tariff filing agencies are merely a costly byproduct of an unnecessary

inefficiency Details are available upon request
We could serve our shipper clients more efficiently more costeffectively and no less honestly if

we were able to negotiate tariffs with shippers immediately and without the burden of filing rates with the

FMC

I Robert J Schott declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing truly and correctly
represents my opinion Further I certify that I am qualified and authorized to file this verified statement

Executed on 16 September 2008
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President
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